
AL-IV-A-111 
Canada Hose Company 
400-402 North Mechanic S t r e e t 
Cumberland, Maryland 
1845 

This is the oldest of a number 

of old firehouses built in Cumberland 

during the nineteenth century. In 

1837 and 1839 the city gave the volunteer 

organization a fire engine,"four ladders, 

three hooks, four axes, and thirty dollars 

towards erecting a house." The house 

was completed in 1845. As a group fire-

houses are the most interesting buildings 

in Cumberland. The Canada Hose Company 

with larqe double doors, and large arched 

windows stands out as a symbol of the 

public spirit of earlier citizens of 

Cumberland. 



AL-IV-A-111 

• 

-

NAME i 
M,5Tr,R,c Canada Hose Company NOV 1 $79 
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CLA'jrTFICAYION 

CAi::r :n,.Y O V / l ^ U f " IP ••fATUS PF.ECEMTUSE 
_ D'SiRICT X rU? l . lC X.OCCUP1E© ^AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 
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OWNER OF PROPERTY 
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City Hall 
CI rV. TOWN STATE 

Cumberland VICINITY OF Maryland 21502 

LOCATION OF DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY OF OEEDS.ETC Allegany County Courthouse 
ST~REET& NU~MBER 

30 Washington Street 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Cumberland Mary!and 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

• 

DATE ! 

—FEDERAL —STATE -COUNTY _ L O C M . 

DEPOSITORY FOR ~ 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



CHECK Oil* AL-IV-A-111 
tXCCHLNT DtVLRICKAUD - UI.'AITt i'KD .X0HHi : .AL SME 

GOOD - H U I N S _.MOVCO D A « 

XfAIR ..UNLXPOStO • 

Dl GCmBL 1 HE PRb~SLNT AND "oKIGirjAL UNKNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Canada Hose Company is located at 400-402 f.'orth Mechanic Street, on the north 
"ank of the Potcmac River, in Cumberland, Maryland. It is a two-story, three-bay 
structure of brick laid in cci, ion tond except on the north (front) facade, wmen is 
all stretcher bead. The gable roof is covered with asphalt shingles; the eaves are 
occoratcd with brackets. 

The north f,ade has a doorway in tic central bay flu.Red bytwo 4/4, Joublc-hung 
•ash windows on Lhe first Moor and three j cur.d-arched 4/4 sash wii.oows on the second 
floor. The cJtor is luvdern ^nd the transcm above it boarded up. Hie first f.Ooi ope-mugs 
all have wood lintels, while the second floor winnows have semicircular bricK c.cnes. 
All window's on this facade have wooden sills. 

The cast end has two sets of double doors en the first floor and a huge, 
arched window on the second. The doors used for the fire engines are made of d i ^ n a 
boards braced by chamfered vertical and cross libers. Large iron strap hinges 6£ n.cr.es 
long hold the doors in place. The long wooden lintel above the opening has letters 
reading "Cumberland Hose Co. . The window above is divided into four farts: 
in the senicircle at the top are two quarter circles of two fixed lights each; be low 
this are two tall, narrow fixed sash of four lights each. The wide molding around the 
window has a small molding at the bottom of the semicircle, giving the feeling OT 
pilasters. The window has a stone sill. 

The vest end has a double-door entrance that is presently 'covered with asbestos 
cement beards. On the second floor of this facade is a double window consisting or 
.wo tall, narrow, round-arched windows joined together. The plain wood trim around the 
windows also has moldings giving the appearance of pilasters. The sash are double-nung 
with 6/4 lights. 

The south facade is a solid brick wall with an addition on its west half. The 
addition is a two-story, shed-roofed frame structure encased In asbestos cement boards. 
It has three one-light windows with fixed sash. A fcur-panel door with tv.o-ngnc 
transom provides access to the section. 

The wood lintels over the fire engine doors, the openings on 
the stone lintel over the sealed doors on the west are all connected by a brick belt 
course that runs around the east, north, and west facades. The belt course has returns 
on the south facade. The building has two interior brick chimneys and a vent pipe on 
the roof. A star bolt at the end of a tie rod is visible on the south facade at the 
east end. 

The first floor of the building is a garage with doors on either end The double 
doors on the west end have been partially enclosed. Damage to the walls £ tnenrsx 
floor is a result of the 1936 flood of the adjacent Potomac River The stair to the 
second floor is located in the addition on the south side of the building. The stair 
is partially enclosed with two flights, one landing, a plain string, and a P ™ ™ . neavy 
wooden rail. On the second floor the walls are finished with a high baseboard, chalrrall 
and wainscoting. The second floor east window has been blocked but the wooden surround, 
resembling pilasters on either side, remains intact. A small office on the second floor 
of the addition contains many old photographs of the building and charters and certi 
Ticates relating to the company. 
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MICAS OF :%,IGMHCANT.E CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

- .rr;CIUi,iORIC .ARCHKOIOUY PREHIi.iCMC - CC.V-MUNITYPtjM.KtN6 .. LANDSCAPEARCHUfcCTURE REl'GiON 

- 1 * 0 0 U ' J 9 .. ARCHI 01OGY HISTORIC .CCNSIRVATION _.LAW -SCILNCE 

- 1 COO 1099 _ AGP.ICUUURE .ECONOMICS —LITERATURE _ ' CULPTURE 
trr>(> 1,-gg X ARCHITECTURE ..EDUCATION -.MILITARY _.SOCIAL/Hl.".' M.'IT.'- ":-'-.N 

--WCO-1739 —ART .ENGINEERING —MUSIC __THEATER 

XK-.C0 1C39 ..COMMERCE _ EXPLORATION-SET Tl EMENT ..PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORT ATION 

. . l c 0 0 - ..COMMUNICATIONS . INDUSTRY .POLITICS/GOVERNMENT X- OTHER ISPECITY) 

.INVENTION Fire f ight ing 

Si»l:.C!riC DATES SUH.DLiVA! CKHCCT 

STATEMENT OF SIGU'li ICANCE 

In 1833 a fire in the city of Cumberland destroyed severity-five buildings in the 
heart of the downtown area.* Three years before, the. C'Trbcrland Tire Engine Company, 
known as the Canada Company,' had been fot...ed but apparently it lied little fire 
fighting equipment.3 Four years after the 1G33 fire the city purchased a "Gooseneck" 
fire engine that was given to the Canada Company along with "four leaders, three hooks, 
four axes, er.d thirty dollars towards ejecting a house in 1839."^ 

[•'embers of the company had been meeting in a box shed of the 1,'hither's Tannery on 
Mechanic Street where the new engine was kept. The company was incorporated in 1840 
and five years later moved into its new firchouse on Mechanic Street at Blue Spring.5 

In 1850 a new engine from Button and Compairy of Waterford, 1'ew York was purchased 
by the town corporation for the Canada Company. This engine, officially called the 
"Ci"..berland" but familiarly known as the "Dutch Chest," was later augmented by 
nether engine from the same firm that was purchased by members of the company in 1852. 
There were 100 members in 1882, 6 

This is the oldest of a number of firehouses in Cumberland built during the 19th 
century. As a group, these buildings are among the most interesting in Cumberland. The 
large, double wooden doors are a common feature of these structures, but the large 
arched windows on the second, floor of this building are unique. The 
brick driveway and sidewalk around the structure enhance its appearance. 

The Canada Hose Company building is an outstanding example of 19th century 
. utilitarian civic architecture. A reminder of the public spirit of the earlier 

citizens of Cumberland, it continues its usefulness as an auxiliary police station. 

JHarry Stegmaier, Jr., Allegany County- A History (Parsons, W. Va.: McClain 

Printing Company, 1976), p. 150. 

The section of Cumberland where this building is located was known as Canada 

because the Canada Viaduct passed through it. 

John T. Scharf, History of Western Maryland (Philadelphia: L.H. Everts 

Company), p. 1379. 
4James W. Jhemas and T.J.C. Williams, History of Allegany County, Maryland 

(Philadelphia: L.R. Titswcrth and Company, 1923), p. 367. 
John T. Scharf, History of Western Maryland (Philadelphia: L.H. Everts 

Company), p. 1379. 
6Ibid. 

CC.V-MUNITYPtjM.KtN6






MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST AL-IV-A-111 
MAGI 9 / 0 4 5 0 ^ 0 / 

INVENTORY F O R M FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

NAME 
HISTORIC 

Canada Hose Company 
AND/OR COMMON 

Cumberland Hose Company „ 1 

LOCATION 
STREET NUMBER 

400-402 North Mechanic Street 
CITYJOWN , CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Cumoerland 
VICINITY OF - 1 X U I _ _ 

STATE 9,qU|NTY 

Maryland Mlegany 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE 
—DISTRICT —PUBLIC X.OCCUPIED -.AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

X-BUILDING(S) _PRIVATE __UNOCCUPIED —COMMERCIAL _„PAtfK 

—STRUCTURE —BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS —EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS 

—OBJECT —IN PROCESS A Y E S : RESTRICTED X_GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC 

—BEING CONSIDERED —YES: UNRESTRICTED —INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION 

—NO —MILITARY —OTHER: 

OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

City of Cumberland T e l e p h o n e # : 722-2000 
STREET 8. NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN STATE , Z i p CO_e 

Cuaberland VICINITY OF Maryland, 21502 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION L i b e r #. K 
COURTHOUSE, F o l i o # : 226 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. A l legany County Courthouse 
STREETS, NUMBER 

30 Washington S t r e e t 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Cumberland Maryland 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

Maryland Historic Trust Inventory 
D A T E • - - - - - — 

A| Q5 y 
' —FEDERAL —STATE —COUNTY —LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED iloRIGfNAL SITE 

—GOOD —RUINS AALTERED —MOVED DATE 

^_FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Canada Hose Company i s located on North Mechanic St reet , Cumberland, 
Maryland. 

A two s to ry , shed, t i n roofed, wooden frame encased with asbestos 
cement boards addit ion i s located on the southern facade. The addi t ion 
has three, one l i g h t windows, a l l f i x e d , dne i s recessed with p la in 
wooden frame. The other two have wooden s l i p s i l l s . Entrance here has 
one door which i s four paneled, v e r t i c a l boards wi th two l i g h t s . 

The main bu i ld ing basical ly consists of a two s to ry , three bay 
wide, rectangular shaped s t ruc tu re . Wall construction i s b r i ck , l a i d 
in american common bond using random var ia t ions but featur ing s t re tcher 
bond on northern facade. Wall features include a star-shaped t i e rod 
anchor on northern facade. Another i s a br ick be l t course on the no r th , 
east and west facade with returns on south. Jn the east , the wooden l i n t e l 
above doors, on the nor th , the wooden l i n t e l s above the f i r s t f l o o r door, 
and windows, and a stone l i n t e l over the consealed doors on west, are 
a l l incorporated i n t o t h i s be l t course to make i t continuous on three 
s ides. Windows feature the use of pegs i n t he i r construct ion. The 
bu i ld ing i s supported by a low, br ick foundation. No apparent water 
tab le . The roof i s gable f lank and covered wiht asphalt, replaced. Caves 
of the roof exh ib i t box cornice with wide s o f f i t , bed moulding and decorative 
brackets that are continuous around b u i l d i n g . There are two br ick chimneys, 
both o r i g i n a l and located i n t e r i o r , dne vent pipe i s also located on 
the roof . 

Roth the., doors and window on eastern facade arc among the h igh l igh ts 
of t h i s bu i l d ing , The two sets of large wooden double doors were used 
fo r f i r e engines. They are composed of diagonal wooden s la ts braced by 
chamfered,vert ical and diagonal "X" shaped cross braces. Large i ron strap 
hinges of t h i r t y - two inch lengths are also featured on the doors'.1' Woo den 
l e t t e r s on the wooden l i n t e l above doors read "Cumberland Hose Co. No 1 . " 
dn tiie second f l o o r i s a hugh, semicircular arched, recessed window with 
mul l ion , of one, four l i g h t panes each s ide , f i x e d . Atop a beam crossing 
the mull ion are two quarter round windows of two l i gh t s with rnul l ion. 
Window i s surrounded by p la in wooden t r im with some moulding i n places 
g iv ing the appearance of p i l a s t e r s . A stone s l i p s i l l i s located at base 
of window. 

Entrance on northern facade has one recessed wooden door wi th 
three l i g h t s and a transom which i s boarded up. F i r s t f l oo r has two, 
double hung, two wooden sash, four-over- four l i g h t windows wi th wooden 
l u g s i l l s and shuter hinges. Second f l o o r has three, double hung, two 
wooden sash, semici rcular arched windows of four-over- fuur l i g h t with 
wooden l u g s i l l s and semicircular br ick arches. , 

The entrance with wooden double doors on western facade i s completely 
covered over by asbestos cement boards. Featured on the second f l o o r of 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET I F NECESSARY 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION 

— 1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE 

— 1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE 

—1600-1699 ^-ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

— 1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING —MUSIC —THEATER 

-Xl800-1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION 

— 1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT XOTHERISPECIFYI 

-MENTION Fi Testation 

SPECIFIC DATES -̂ 345 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

In 1833 a fire in the city of Cumberland destroyed seventy-five 
buildings in the heart of the downtown area. 1 Three years before a 
fire company had been formed as the Cumberland Fire Engine Company, known 
as the Canada Company, but apparently had little fire fighting equipiiorit.-
Four years after the 1833 fire the city purchased a "Gooseneck" fire engine 
that was given to the Canada Come-any along with "four ladders, three hooks, 
four axes, and thirty dollars towards erecting a house in 1839." 3 

Members of the company had been meeting in a box shed of the Whither's 
Tannery on Mechanic Street vfhere the new engine Mas kept. The company rfas 
incorporated in 1840 and five years later moved into its new firehouse on 
Mechanic Street at Glue Spring. 4 

In 1850 a new engine from Button and Company of Waterford, New York 
was purchased by the town corporation for' the Canada company. This engine, 
officially called the "Cumberland" but familiarly known as the "Dutch Chest" 
was later augmented with another engine from the same firm that was purchased 
by members of the company in 1852. There were one hundred members in 1882. 5 

This is the oldest of a numlfer of firehouses in Cumberland built during 
the nineteenth century. As a group, these buildings are among the most 
interesting buildings in Cumberland. The large, double wooden doors ar- a 
common feature of these buildings. Above these doors are wooden letters 

• 'identifying the structure as "Cumberland Hose Co. Na.l." The large arched 
windows on the second floor of this building are particularly unique. The 
brick driveway and sidewalk around the structure enhances its appearance. 

The Canada Hose Company building is an outstanding example of nineteenth 
century utilitarian civic architecture. It is a continuing reminder of the 
public spirit of the earlier citizens of Cumberland and continues its usefulness 
as an auxiliary police station. 

1. Harry Steqmaier, Jr., Allegany County-A History (Parsons, W. Va.: McClain 
Printing Company, 19767 p. 150 

2. John T. Scharf. History of Western Maryland (Philadelnhia: L.H. Everts 
Company) p. 1379™ 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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Description continued for Canada Hose Company AL-IV-A-I1I 

th i s facade i s a recessed double semicircular arched window with mul l ion . 
Window i s surrounded by p la in wooden t r im with some mouldinq i n places 
g iv ing the appearance of p i l a s t e r s . Windows are double hung, two wooden 
sash, s ix-over- four l i g h t on each side with a decorated wooden l u g s i l l 
at the base. 

Southern facade i s a s o l i d , br ick w a l l , no windows with addit ion 
located on i t s southwest corner. 



Foot Notes con t inued f o r Canada Hose Company AL-IV-A-111 

3. James W. Thomas and T .J .C . W i l l i a m s , H i s t o r y of Al legany County, Maryland 
( P h i l a d e l p h i a : L.R. T i t swo r th and CompaTiy, 1923) p. 367. . 

4. John T. Schar f , H i s t o r y of Western Maryland ( P h i l a d e l p h i a : L.H. Everts 
Company) p. 1379. 

5. Ibid. 



Field Sheet continued for Canada Hose Company AL-IV-A-III 

WIND0W5 

Northern Facade -
First Floor - Two,double hung, 4/4 light, two wooden 

sash windows, shutter hinges, wooden lugsills. 
Second Floor - Three, double hung semicircular arched 

windows of 4/4 light, two wooden sash, wooden 
lugsills and semicircular brick arches. 

Eastern Facade -
Second Floor - Huge semicircular arched, recessed window 

with mullion of one four light pane each side, 
fixed. Atop a beam crossing the mullion, 
two guarter round windows of two lights 
with mullion. Window surrounded by plain 
wooden trim with some moulding in places 
giving appearance of pilasters. Stone slipsill. 

Western Facade-
Second Floor - Double semicircular arched window with mullion, 

recessed. Plain wooden trim with some 
moulding giving the appearance of pilasters. 
Double hung, 6/4 light, two wooden sash 
on each side. Decorated wooden lugsill. 

Southern Facade - NONE. (Solid wall) 



INVENTORY NO: AL-IV-A-111 DATE: 9/12/77 

81' x 28' 
REMODELING: Drastic, moderate, minor 

NAME OE PROPERTY: Canada Nose Company 

LOCATION OE PROPERTY: 402 North Mechanic Street 

DIRECTION DWELLING PACES: East 120° 

NAME OE OWNER: City of Cumberland 

ADDRESS: ; 

Cumberland, Maryland 21502 

STORIES: 1( ) 2& ) 3( ) 4( ) 5( ) 6( ) BAYS: 1( ) 2( ) 3(X) 4( ) 5( ) 6( ) 7( ) ( ) 
Two story on southern facade - wooden frame encased with asbestos cement 

WINGS, ADDITIONS: boards, tin shed roof. First floor - One door, four paneled, two lights, 
vertical boards. Second Floor - 3/1 light window fixed. One recessed with 

DWELLING SHAPE: (square, cross, rectangular) plain wooden frame. Other two have wooden 
slipsills. 

WALL CONSTRUCTION: 
Stretcher bond on north 

( ) FRAME: Bevel, clapboard, weatherboard, wood shingles, board & batten (type?) 
(*) BRICK: Bond type - common, English, Flemish. Sketch variants. Random 
( ) STONE: Bond type - rubble, ashlar (random or regular), quoins-plain, rusticated 
( ) LOG 
( ) OTHER: Coverings 

Brick and wood on east and north, stone and brick on west-
WALL FEATURES: Belt Course, Pilasters, Othe_s Star shaped tie rod anchor on north. 

FOUNDATIONS: High, Low, Brick, Stone 

WATER TABLE: None, Plain, Beveled, Moulded Brick 

WINDOWS, TRIM, SHUTTERS: 1/1( ) 2/2( ) 6/6( ) 9/6( ) 9/9 ( ) other( ) 
(See other sheet) pegged(X) nailed( ) wide( ) narrow( ) mitred( ) pediment( ) 

ENTRANCE,DOORS: LOCATION: Eastern facade, for fire engines, two sets of large wooden, 
HARDWARE: original( ) replaced(x) double doors of diagonal wooden slats 
FAN LIGHT, TRANSOM, SIDE LIGHTS, PLAIN braced by chamfered vertical and 
Paneled, Verticle, Horizontal Boards diagonal "X" shaped cross braces. 

Box (decorgtive, ) Wide \ Special feature is large iron strap 
CORNICE, BARGE, EAVES: (crown", fascia, soffit, bed) hinges of thirty-tf/o inch lengths. 

original( X) replaced( ) rafter ends, modillions, dentils, frieze, architrave 
ROOF: Gable front, Gable flank, Hip, Shed, Mansard, Gambrel, Flat, Dormers # 

MATERIAL: wood shingles, slate, tin, asphalt; original( ) replaced^ ) 

PORCHES: SHAPE OE ROOF - shed( ) hip( ) gable(-) 
One vent pipe 

CHIMNEYS: Number: 2 Brick(2) Stone( ) Corbeled( ) original(x ) replaced( ) 
Location: Flush end( ) Inside end( ) Outside end( ) Central( ) Interior(x) 

Brick 
• ARCHES: Door & Windows: Keystone, Flat, Segmental, Semicircular Wooden lintels above 
pairing and repainting methods have large doors on East, stone lintel over doors on west. 
COMMENTS: ttaii!aina1t-eR SVyHe "mrk' Wooden letters over east say "Cumberland Hose Co. No 1" 

USE- Auxiliary Police Station wooden lintels over first floor doors and windows 
SIGNIFICANCE: hlre btation/ArcnT ,!rlen.d in ,wlth brick belt course °n East and North 
DATE CONSTRUCTED' TM5 'acade, stone lintel and brick on west. Return ends 
CONDITION: Fair 

(Over see notes) 



I N T E R I O R AL-IV-A-111 

FLOOR PLAN: 

( ) CENTRAL HALL: Two rooms, each side; double parlor, one side 
( ) SIDE HALL: One room deep, two rooms deep 
( ) IRREGULAR 

STAIRWAYS: 

( ) ENCLOSED: Single flight, two flights with landing 
( ) OPEN: Single flight, two flights - one landing, three flights - two landings 
( ) DOG-LEG 
( ) DOG-LEG with WINDERS 
( ) SPIRAL 
( ) ROUNDED 
( ) SYMMETRICAL DIVIDED FLIGHTS 

WALL FINISH: 

( ) PLASTER 
( ) PANELED: original; replaced 
( ) BOARD PARTITION: baseboard, cornice, chair rail, wainscot 

FIREPLACES: 

NUMBER 
LOCATION: parallel to walls, diagonal 
MANTELS: wood mouldings, pilasters, columns, masonary, marble 

DOORS: paneled, board and batten, flush 
HARDWARE: original; replaced 

DOOR & WINDOW TRIM: 

( ) PLAIN 
( ) ARCHITRAVE 
( ) SYMMETRIC with CORNER BLOCKS 
( ) FLUTED 
( ) FLUTED with CORNER BLOCKS 
( ) ARCHED OPENINGS: eliptical, tudor 

NOTES: 

Door on northern facade is recessed, wooden, three lights, boarded up transom, 

and wooden lintel. Another set of double doors is covered over on western 

facade. (May be different) An examination of early photographs indicates that the 

building has undergone few exterior changes. Double entrance doors and lettering 

a r p a:-ion-; those changes. Lot given to city in 1G19. County Land Records deed Liber 

Folio 733 mentions frame addition. pre dates 1909 



. . AL-IV-A-111 
i. STATE M a r y l a n d HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 

couNTvAHegany INVENTORY AL-IV-A-111 
TOWN C u m b e r l a n d VICINITY CANADA HOSE COMPANY--1 
STREET NO: M e c h a n i c S t . ( e t c . ) NAME 

DATE OR PERIOD J - O ^ O 
ORIGINAL OWNER 

STYLE 
ORIGINAL USE 

PRESENT OWNER Canada Hose C o . BUILDER 

PRESENT USE M e e t i n g h o u s e 
WALL CONSTRUCTION B r i c k 3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

NO. OF STORIES 2 

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC jeS 

1830--Dec.lO--Cumberland Fire Engine Company,organized at 
Newman's Hotel, known as Canada Company. 

1857—Fire Engine known as Gooseneck purchased.Given to Canada 
to Hose Company by authorities along with 4 ladders, 3 hooks, 
1839 4 axes and £30 toward erecting a fire-house. 

Cumberland Hose Company organizedjmeetlngs held in Witherfs 
Tannery on Mechanic Street where the engine was kept. 

1845--Engine House erected on Mechanic Street at Blue Spring. 
1838--Dec.15—MOUNTAINEER HOSE COMPANY had organized. 
1850--Fire Engine called "The Cumberland"(nicknamed the Duthh 

Chest) was purchased. 
1851--Nov. 2—Firemen's Parade. Among companies were:Mountaineer 

Co., Pioneer Co., Vigilant Co. 
1852--Fire Engine purchased by active membership of Fire Companies, 

it's membership being 100 men. 
1853--July 9-Land for Fire Engine House-corner Liberty Street, and 

Hoffman's Alley--99 year lease to Mayor & City Council. 
Litoer 10, Folio 27 

1854--Lease (99 yr) of land southeast corner Frederick and Centre 
Street from John H. Young to Mayor & City Council 

Liber 11,Folio 9 
1871—Mountaineer Company disbanded;some joined Pioneer Company. 
1873-Aug.26--Land known as Mountaineer Engine House property sold'* 

at Public Sale(same land-July 9, 1852 deal). 
Vigilant Hose Company organized at Washington Hall. Sixty 
active members with eleven contributing members. Incorporated 
in 1874. Engine house erected on Smallwood Street near 
'Washington Street proved inconvenient. over.. 

5, PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE Endangered Interior G O O Q Exterior V » t j Q Q Q . 

t 
2~^ (>• LOCATION MAP (Plan Optional) 7, PHOTOGRAPH 

3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages) 9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER 

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ETC. Haze l Groves Hansrot e , Qhairman 
Cour thouse r e s e a r c h - H e l e n H i n k l s Marylamd H i s t o r i c a l T r u s t 
S c h a r f H i s t o r y , Lowdermilk and S e c # P r e s e r v a t i o n S o c i e t y 
Thomas H i s t o r y r e s e a r c h - A l l e g a n y County,Md. 
H ink le and H a n s r o t e . O c t . 1 1 , 1 9 7 0 
Wflwsp»pftr c l i p p i n g s ( u n d a t e d ) I DATE OF RECORD 



Fire Companies History continued: 

1873--PIGNSER HOSE GO. with Steam Engine located Henry,Centre 
and Frederick Streets. 

1877--Hose Co. Ho.5 Arch Street, South Cumberland formed. 200 activ 
members. 

1878--Fire-house erected on Oldtown Rosd, northside of Railroad--
short distance from old building. Their engine was "Old 
Cumberland, the old Dutch Chest" Schsrf History. 

1904--Deed to straighten out property lines due to crooked Mill 
Race mentions "Northerly wall of Pioneer Fire Company to 
Bell Tower". 

1906--ivlar.26--Firemen paid for full time service. Central Fire 
Company began. 
South End Station on Browning Street opened. 

1907--Vigilant Fire Stion moved from Smallwood Street to Spruce 
Alley between Cumberland and Fayette Streets. 

1916--First Motorized equipment purchased. Horse-drawn vehicles 
gradually withdrawn. 

1924--East-side Fire Station established. 
1927--Vigilant Fire Station moved from Spruce Alley to Greene St. 

South End Fire Station established at Race and. Third Streets. 

Central Fire Station on Town Square slated to be flora down 
.by Urban Renewal--1970. 
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Revised 1971 
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